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Ukiah Redevelopment Agency
Facade Improvement Grant Program Guidelines

Purpose

To revitalize Ukiah's Downtown Design District through a public/private partnership fo stimulate
investment, reduce blight and improve the physical appearance of commercial buildings and related
site elements. This program implements the Ukiah Redevelopment Agency Plan and the larger
downtown revitalization efforis.

Program Sponsor )
The Ukiah Redevelopment Agency funds and administers the Facade Improvement Grant Program

(FIP). Funding is budgeted annually by the Ukiah Redevelopment Agency board of directors. Other
participants include the Design Review Board and Finance Review Committee.

Program Area
The FIP area generally extends from Low Gap Road to Talmage Road, including the Downtown core

between Oak and Main Streets, and extending east to Leslie Street in some places. The area is
subject to change as directed by the Ukiah Redevelopment Agency.

Financial Incentives and Eligibility

Owners of commercial property located within the Facade Improvement Grant Program boundaries
may apply for facade improvement grants not to exceed a maximum /ifetime total of $50,000 per
storefront (building and site). Therefore, multiple applications may be filed over time. A grant for
approved costs may be made after the completion of the approved work and compliance with all project
Conditions of Approval, up to a maximum of fifty percent (50%) of eligible expenses. Applications are
carefully considered to ensure that budgeted funds are widely distributed and used in a timely manner.
Applications are limited to available funds for each fiscal year (July-June). These rules are subject to
change as determined by the Ukiah Redevelopment Agency.

Program Emphasis: :
The primary emphasis is remediate and enhance buildings with deteriorated facades in order to

beautify and enhance the community.

= Buildings with deteriorated facades.
» Historic buildings and sites.

» Landscaping and related site elements in highly visible locations such as City gateways and the
Downtown core.

* Improvements that incentivize private investrent that would not otherwise be undertaken, consistent
with Redevelopment Agency and City objectives.

= Buildings and site elements in significantly blighted areas, serving as a catalyst for investment by
other property owners in the area.



Eligible Improvements and Expenses
FIP grants apply only to eligible improvements and costs approved by the Finance Review Committee,

although property owners are encouraged to undertake a wide array of improvements. Eligible
improvements may vary depending on the site, community benefit derived and program budget. The
following improvements may be considered:

= Rehabilitation, repair or refurbishing of facade elements, especially work consistent with Program
Emphasis,

= Exterior painting or similar restoration of exterior architectural elements, including surface
preparation.

= Addition or renovation of exterior architectural elements, doors, windows, awnings, landscaping,
exterior lighting in conjunction with fagade work, and certain types of passive energy conservation
improvements. Removal or renovation of existing sign structures (except sign copy) may be
considered on a case by case basis.

« Rehabilitation of upper floor facades if first floor facade improvements are warranted and performed.

* Planning, building permit and professional fees, such as engineering, architectural, historical or
design professional fees. Legal fees are excluded.

Program Exclusions
* Work performed prior to review by the Design Review Board and approval by the City Finance
Review Committee.

* Work not in compliance with program guidelines or adopted laws, codes or guidelines, estimated
improvement costs, conditions of approval, or not meeting industry standards.

» Work that exceeds the approved grant limit or type.

» New construction projects, code compliance or legalization of illegal or nonconforming construction or
uses, and projects involving buildings in a state of deterioration beyond repair.

= Structural upgrades, unless directly related to the fagade renovation. Interior elements are not
eligible unless directly required to complete the approved renovation, on a case by case basis.

= Work on portions of the building or site that do not face prominent public streets, unless specifically
approved because the area is highly visible or similar reasons.

tmportant Facts fo Know
* IMPORTANT TAX LIABILITY INFORMATION: You are urged to consult your tax advisor concerning

the taxability of grants. The City of Ukiah is not responsible for any taxes that may be imposed as a
result of your receipt of this grant payment (directly or indirectly). Grants in excess of $600 may be
reported on IRS Form 1099. A completed Form W-8 (Request for Taxpayer ID Number and
Certification} must accompany the application to help determine if Form 1098 will be issued by the
City of Ukiah.

= Agency funds can only be used for approved eligible expenses and work, based on a 50 percent
grant of eligible expenses up to a lifetime maximum of $50,000 per storefront (building and site).

= The project must be reviewed by the Design Review Board and approved by the Finance Review
Committee, and any required site development permit, building, sign, demolition, planning, air quality,
encroachment and other permits must be obtained prior to beginning work. Applicants must comply



