
Page 7 of 313



Page 8 of 313



      R O C L A M A T I O N  

 many areas of Mendocino County are at elevated risk levels for wildfire due to steep terrain, increased fuel 
loads and limited access, including the western hills adjacent to the City of Ukiah; and 
 

 catastrophic fires of recent years made clear the need to create defensible space for communities on a 
landscape level just as we need to create defensible space for individual homes and businesses; and 
 

 beginning early this year CAL FIRE, the City of Ukiah, the County of Mendocino; the Ukiah Valley Fire 
Authority, the Mendocino County Resource Conservation District, Fire Safe Councils and private property owners began 
developing fire prevention and mitigation plans, including a grant application for $1.6 million dollars, particularly for the 
western hills that border the City of Ukiah; and 
 

 the Western Hills Fuels Reduction Project was conceived as a three-part project involving the renewal and 
extension of a shaded fuel break originally established in 2004 along the boundary of the local and state responsibility 
areas adjacent to the City of Ukiah; the renewal, extension and widening of ridge top fuel breaks; and the use of 
prescribed burning to achieve significant fuel reduction; and 
 

 due to the successful advocacy of Assemblymember Jim Wood, Senator Mike McGuire, and local CAL FIRE 
personnel the Western Hills Fuels Reduction Project became a Governor’s priority project and was expanded by local 
CAL FIRE personnel to include areas of the greater Ukiah Valley and submitted to Governor Gavin Newsom as the 
“Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project” who prioritized it along with 34 other priority community projects, allowing work to 
proceed in advance of grant funding being received; and 
 

 this work was accomplished by the efforts of the CAL FIRE Ukiah Station, Parlin Fork Conservation Camp 
and Chamberlain Creek Conservation Camp, along with other crews loaned to the project, including during fire season, 
who expended a total of over 11,650 hours on the project with additional support from private land owners and logistical 
support from the City of Ukiah and County of Mendocino; and  
 

 the complete scope of the Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project includes 26,541 acres, providing enhanced fire 
protection to approximately 39,000 residents of the City of Ukiah and the Greater Ukiah Valley; and 
 

 the Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project is a model of creating defensible space for communities at the landscape 
level based on multi-agency and public-private cooperation, including, in addition to the previous named agencies, 
support from the Bureau of Land Management and the Army Corps of Engineers; and 
 

 Mendocino County Deputy CEO Steve Dunnicliff, Ukiah Valley Fire Authority Fire Marshall Kevin 
Jennings, Ukiah City Manager Sage Sangiacomo, Ukiah Project Administrator Maya Simerson, and Ruth Valenzuela of 
Assemblymember Wood’s Office provided crucial support and encouragement for the Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project; 
and  
 

 the leadership and dedication of CAL FIRE Unit Chief Brett Pinson and Battalion Chief Mike Maynard 
have been and continue to be instrumental to the development and implementation of the Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project.  
 

 I, Douglas Crane and my fellow Ukiah City Council members, Maureen 
Mulheren, Steve Scalmanini, Jim Brown, and Juan Orozco; do hereby recognize the exceptional service of Brett Pinson, 
Mike Maynard, and CAL FIRE to the Citizens of the City of Ukiah and the Greater Ukiah Valley, and extend our sincere 
thanks and appreciation for successful development and implementation of the Ukiah Fuels Reduction Project. 

 

Signed and sealed, this 18th day of December in the year Two Thousand and Nineteen. 
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